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Application Pack 11 

 

How to apply for Closure (Abandonment) of a Public Sewer 

 

Guidance Notes& Specification 

 

The provisions of the Water Industry Act 1991 (WIA91) take precedence over 

these notes.  You may wish to refer to the WIA91 to obtain fuller information 

regarding this and other services. 

We recommend that you read the guidance notes before making an 
application.  
 
Note: Where the term ‘sewer’ is used in this document, it includes both sewers 

and lateral drains unless specifically stated otherwise  

 

Terms used in this Application Pack are explained in our Glossary which is on 

our website www.dwrcymru.com/Developer’sGuide.   

 
1.  Introduction 

 

Subject to certain conditions, we have powers to close or restrict the use of a 

public sewer.  The decision to close or abandon a public sewer is granted for 

operational purposes and is made entirely at our discretion. 

 

We recognise that, occasionally, circumstances may arise which lead to a 

developer requesting the abandonment of a sewer in order to facilitate 

development of land, and we will consider such requests in the light of 

operational and commercial circumstances. 

 

Where we decide that it may be possible to abandon a sewer, we will require the 

developer to pay the full cost of carrying out the work, our inspection fees and 

legal fees (at cost) and compensation for loss of our asset. 

 

Note: 
Carrying out work involving contact with sewage carries significant risks in 

relation to Health and Safety.  These risks include, but are not limited to, 

exposure to infections and working in potentially explosive and poisonous 

atmospheres.  Anyone who is not competent to deal with these risks must not 

carry out any construction involving work on a public sewer.  In order to 

protect everyone who is working on or near public sewers, we must be able to 

control access to the public sewers so that we can warn of specific dangers 

http://www.dwrcymru.com/Developer'sGuide
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when we are aware of them.  In addition we have a responsibility to ensure 

the safety of everyone who is working on public sewers and must know when 

and where contractors are working.  To meet this responsibility, contractors 

must be on DCWW’s list of accredited contractors and comply with our Safe 

Access to Assets procedure.  

 

Because of the safety risk, anyone who works on a public sewer without our 

authorisation is liable to criminal proceedings.  

 
1. Specification  
 
General Requirements 
 
Where circumstances dictate that we must carry out the work of capping off the 
abandoned sewer at its connection to the retained public sewer, we will be 
responsible only for the design and construction of the capping off work.  All of 
the remaining work (removing the sewer, reinstatement, etc) will remain your 
responsibility.   
 
Where we allow you to carry out the capping off, the works must be designed and 
constructed in accordance with minimum standards as set out in the current 
edition of the Design Guide “Sewers for Adoption (SFA) - A design and 
construction guide for developers”. The design must also meet mandatory Health 
and Safety requirements which may over-ride the requirements of SFA. 
 
To obtain copies of SFA you should contact The Water Research Council (WRC) 
plc using the following contact details; 

Website (online ordering):  www.webookshop.com  

 E-mail: publications@wrcplc.co.uk   

Telephone: 01793 865012. 
 
 
Copies of our Addendum can be obtained from us at: 
 

Dwr Cymru Welsh Water 

Developer Services 

PO Box 3146 

Cardiff 

CF30 0EH 

Tel: +44 (0)08009172652 

Fax: +44 (0)2920740472 

Email: - developer.services@dwrcymru.com 

 

http://www.webookshop.com/
mailto:publications@wrcplc.co.uk
mailto:developer.services@dwrcymru.com
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Detailed Requirements 

 

If a manhole does not exist at the downstream end of the sewer to be 

abandoned, one must be constructed.  The abandoned sewer must be physically 

disconnected from the manhole, the entire length of pipes removed from the 

ground and the trench backfilled using suitable methods and materials in 

accordance with SFA. 

 

2. Applying to have a sewer abandoned 

 

You may request us to abandon a sewer or any part of sewerage; this must be 

done by completing the enquiry form, either by sending it to us on line or via post.  

 

You may be contacted to provide the following information listed below: 

 

 

a) Location Plan showing the site boundary, clearly indicating the development 

and route(s) of any sewers (scale 1:1250) 

Some public sewers and drains may not be recorded in our map of public 

sewers because they were originally privately owned and were transferred 

into public ownership by Act of Parliament or Statutory Regulation. The 

presence of such assets may affect your proposals and you can help us to 

deal with your proposals by identifying any sewers of which you are aware 

and which are not shown in the public sewer record. We can assist 

developers to collect the information required but we may charge for this 

service. 

b) Drawings showing the position and levels of all sewers and manholes 

c) CCTV Survey of the sewer proposed for abandonment. 

d) Details of your proposals for development of the site 

 

After assessing the information supplied (points a) to e) above) we will decide 

who will undertake the work.  If we do allow you to carry out the capping off then 

certain conditions and costs must be met. 

 

e) Detailed drawings showing manhole details and disconnection details.  

f) A detailed method statement for all parts of the work to be carried out. 

 

Items e) and f) above will be required only if we permit you to employ a contractor 

to carry out the work. 
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Condition 

 

Once you have received written confirmation that we are satisfied with your 

proposals and we have received payment of our fees you will be required to give 

us at least 72 hours notice of your intention to start work on the disconnection 

and removal of the sewer to enable us to arrange a site visit during the 

abandonment work. 

 

3. Summary of Costs 

 

In all cases you are responsible for: 

 

a) Your contractor’s costs in demolishing manholes, removing the pipeline and 

backfilling 

b) Compensation payable to any third parties 

c) Our technical assessment and inspection costs 

d) Our legal costs 

e) Our compensation for the loss of our asset 

f) The cost of a CCTV survey and any other drainage investigations required. 

 

Where we carry out the capping off, you are responsible for: 

 

g) Our contractor’s costs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


